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 LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

 Psalter Week 4 

 Readings Sunday – The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (C) 

       Weekdays –  Week 12, Ordinary Time 

 Sunday    The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

  (Corpus Christi) (C) 

 Monday    Solemnity of the Birth of St John the Baptist 

 Friday   Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 Saturday The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
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Next Sunday   Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul 

Archdiocesan 

Mission Statement 

Taking to heart the 
last words of the Lord 
Jesus, we will go into 
the world to proclaim 
the Good News to the 
whole of creation. 

PARISH NEWS 

This Sunday at Holy Family 
This weekend Fr Paul G is attending the 200 years jubilee 

celebrations of the churches of St Mary and St John in 

Wigan where he grew up and received the Sacraments. 

The Archbishop and all priests from those parishes have 

been invited to concelebrate the Sunday morning Masses 

at both churches. This means that a cover priest will offer 

the 9 and the 11am at Holy Family. Fr Paul G will celebrate 

the Saturday evening Mass at St Ambrose Barlow as usual. 

Deanery Open Meeting 
The next Deanery Open Meeting will take place in the 

Jubilee Hall at St.Richard’s, Atherton this Thursday, June 

27th at 7.30pm - see page 3 for details. 

Holy Family - 90th Anniversary 
The 29th June marks the 90th anniversary of the laying of 

the foundation stone at Holy Family Church. To celebrate 

this occasion there will be cake and festive drinks after both 

Masses at Holy Family on Sunday, 30th June. 

Correction 
Apologies for the error – The Mass intention for 23rd June at 

9.00am Holy Family was incorrect. It will be offered as listed 

in this week’s newsletter.  Fr PG 

Deacon Jim Melia 
Please keep Deacon Jim Melia in your prayers as he suffered 

a stroke last week. 

St.Ambrose Barlow School Lottery 
St.Ambrose Barlow School has started a Lottery. Ticket cost 

just £1 per week and half of it goes to school funds. A 

guaranteed cash prize goes to someone on our supported list 

every week and a further chance of winning £25,000 in a 

separate draw every week. 

To start supporting visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play and 

search for “St.Ambrose Barlow Catholic Primary School”. 

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

  As we celebrate the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ this weekend we listen to the wonderful story of 
Jesus feeding the 5000 with loaves and fishes. Jesus had been preaching to them for a while. They were 
in the wilderness. He had at least two good reasons for sending them away. Firstly Herod, who had already 
murdered his cousin John, was expressing an interest in him. So it was time for Jesus to keep a very low 
profile. And secondly, the apostles needed a break, having just returned from a mission to take the Good 
News to the towns and villages nearby. But Jesus didn’t send them away. He looked at them with 
compassion, and saw that they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he gathered them around him. They 
were drawn by his wonderful words and the message of Good News. He taught them all about the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Then he healed those who were sick and comforted those who had lost loved ones. By the time 
he had finished it was late afternoon and everyone was hungry. The apostles urged him to send the people 
away but Jesus wouldn’t hear of it. He worked a great miracle to feed them. The miracle of the loaves, when 
the Lord said the blessing, broke and distributed the loaves through his disciples to feed the multitude, 
prefigured the wonderful gift of the Eucharist. On the first day of the week, the day of Jesus’ Resurrection, 
the early Christians met to “break bread”. From that time on down to our own day, the celebration of the 
Eucharist has been continued so that today we encounter it everywhere in the Church with the same 
fundamental structure. It remains the centre of the Church’s life today as we obey Jesus’ command to 
“break bread” and remember that he is with us always. 

  We are the new people of God today and Jesus is amongst us, not only in the Eucharist but in each other. 
Here, we listen to his voice as the Scriptures are shared. His words are living words which can console, 
challenge, and inspire us all. Then, at the Eucharist, Jesus heals the wounds of sin and division. He forgives 
our sins and heals the wounds they leave. He also heals us of our isolationism. We are healed of our 
selfishness and indifference to others and called to live as community, as God’s family today. The Eucharist 
transforms us into a community of love. Finally, we are nourished by the food of the Eucharist, as Jesus 
tells us “unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood you shall not have life in you.” At the end of the Mass 
we are not simply dismissed, but sent forth as bearers of life to others. As we celebrate the Body and Blood 
of Christ this weekend let us allow this wonderful celebration to challenge us and to change us into the 
people God wants us to be. Finally, an elderly Peruvian woman was once asked, “What does the Mass 
mean to you?” She replied, “The Mass tells me that I matter.” 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm Response: You are a priest forever,  

           a priest 

like Melchizedek of old. 

Gospel Acclamation: I am the living bread which has come down from heaven,  

           says the Lord; 

             Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 



 Offertory      } to be announced 

Day for Life     } next week 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Today 

Monthly SVP Collection 

‘SVP’ stands for ‘St Vincent de Paul’. There is an SVP 

Group in most Catholic parishes whose sole purpose is 

to reach out to those who are struggling and in need in 

the community in which we live. The monthly SVP 

collection assists us in this ministry. Thank you for the 

support you give consistently throughout the year. It 

really does help to change lives. 

Next Week 

Peter’s Pence 

Peter’s Pence is a collection taken in every Catholic 

Church in the world on or near the Feast of Saints Peter & 

Paul. The money is sent to the Pope who uses it to help 

those in most need. 

Synod 2020 - The Story So Far 

 

Synod 2020 - Listening Gatherings 
Many thanks to all those who came along to the Synod 

Listening 

Meeting in St.Richard’s last Wednesday. It was good to hear 

everyone’s views about the future of the Church and have the 

chance to share and listen. 

There will be two more Listening Meetings to provide 

opportunities for people to engage with the process of the 

Synod listening and discernment:- 

• St.Ambrose Barlow – 9th July AFTER 9.15am 

Mass. 

• Holy Family – 10th July AFTER 7.00pm Mass. 

Please come along if you can. Basically the Synod meeting 

will be a time of listening to each other and hearing each 

other’s ideas concerning our faith and the future of the 

Church. 

Our Synod Questions 
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project 

of listening over the coming months have been published and 

addressed in recent newsletters. These questions begin from 

the truth that God speaks to us in our everyday lives and, as 

we reflect on our lives, we encounter Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, 

Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then invited to think about what 

the Catholic Church is for. This will allow the Spirit of God to 

open our hearts so that, finally, we can reflect on the 

questions, issues, and topics that our Synod should make 

recommendations on. We are all invited to reflect deeply and 

respond to these four Synod Questions. 

Synod Question 1 

Where in your everyday life do you experience love, truth, 

goodness, hope and joy? Synod Question 2 

When you reflect on your life now, as you look to the future, 
what causes you concern or worry? Synod Question 3 

What is the purpose of the Catholic Church in the world today? 

Synod Question 4 

Having reflected on these things, what are the topics you would 
like to see on the agenda of Synod 2020? (a maximum of 5) 

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the rest of the 

first year: 

● 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of 

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting) 

● October 2019 – January 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre- 

Synod 1. (One in each Pastoral Area) 

* * * * * * * 

Rosary for the Unborn 
Thank you to everyone who has supported this monthly prayer 

initiative for 2019. June has taken us to our half way point. If you 

have not already taken part, please consider joining the Padre 

Pio prayer group on the first Saturday of each month held at St 

Ambrose Barlow at 

10.00am for the remaining six months’ prayer. Thank you. 
(Future dates: 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th 

October, 2nd November, 7th December.) 

DEANERY OPEN MEETING 

A reminder that the next Deanery Open Meeting will take place 

in the Jubilee Hall at St.Richard’s, Atherton, on Thursday 

June 27th at 7.30pm. 

Once again many thanks to all those who came along to the last 

Deanery Open Meeting which took place in the Parish Hall at 

St.Ambrose Barlow on May 8th. At the meeting it was agreed that 

the clergy, along with a number of people from different 

churches, should look at the way forward, as we face a future 

with less priests and a much larger Deanery. The process has 

been continuing and so, last weekend, we distributed an 

Information Sheet indicating the changes we are facing and the 

rationale behind the decisions we have to make. 

Over the next two weekends we are hoping to distribute an option 

for a future Mass Schedule for the whole of the Deanery so that 

you can look at the way we are going. We invite you to indicate 

your preferred Mass Schedule whenever you can in the very near 

future. So please try your best to come along to the Open 

Meeting on June 27th in St.Richard’s. The meeting will be led 

once again by Fr.Chris Fallon and hopefully we should have a 

much clearer idea of the changes that will have to be 

implemented before the beginning of September. 

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020 

We thank you Father 

For the love you have shown us In the gift of 
Jesus, your Son. 

We thank you for the gift of the Church, 
Through which you show us that you are 
always with us and are always at work in our 
lives. 

As we journey together to Synod 2020 help us to become 
the Church that you are calling us to be. 
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us 
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope 
and Malcolm our Archbishop. 

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new 
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

AMEN 



Background 

Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area, 

the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne, 

Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number 

from seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from 

four to five. 

The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at 

present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and 

taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be 

replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after 

a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This 

will inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number 

of churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday 

Masses in the Pastoral Area. 

Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five 

years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for 

him and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we 

face such great challenges in the very near future. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Climate Lobby, Wednesday 26th June 

CAFOD invites you to join its Climate Lobby in London on 

Wednesday 26th June saying, “It’s time to confront this 

climate and environmental crisis and tell our leaders that 

Britain should no longer contribute to the destruction of our 

common home. To sign 

up to join us at the lobby, go to 

www.cafod.org.uk/Climate/Campaign/Climate-lobby.” 

Line Dancing 

New class for beginners. First class one hour to learn steps and 

a dance - Thursday July 4th 2019, 1pm ‘til 2pm @ £2. 

Subsequent classes will be from 1pm ‘til 3pm @ £4. Classes,run 

by a parishioner, are for anyone, any age. Make new friends, 

keep fit and good for the memory. 

Venue: Tyldesley Methodist Church, Lower Elliott St, M29 0JB. 

Ring Teresa on 01942 792293 for further details. 

Country Barn Dance 

Saturday, 3rd August, 7.30pm, at St Joseph’s Hall, Leigh. 

‘Best Country Dance Band in the Land’ - “Hole in the Wall”. 

More details next week! 

 

 

Reflect 

As we celebrate the feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus, we 
give thanks for the gift of the Eucharist – the food that sustains 
us on our spiritual journey to the Lord. 

Pray 

Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

Act 

Take the time to eat together as a family this week. As you sit 
round the table feed each other with love, compassion, 
forgiveness and laughter as well as with food. 

Challenge 

Ensure you have bee and insect friendly plants in your garden. 
You could even plant a section of grass with wildflower seed 
mix then leave to go to seed after it has flowered. 

 

 Newsletter 

Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are 
sent in by Wednesday evening. Thank you. 

Clergy Addresses 

Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street, 

Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ 

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock 

Lane, 

Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN 

Finance 

All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St 

Margaret Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank 

you. 



 

Please pray for 

those who are Sick 

 

Week Beginning 

23rd June 
Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s 

SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Daniel & Nellie 

Conneely 

& Margaret Kelly 

11.00 am 

Catherine Townley 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Millie (Birthday) 

11.00 am 

Terry & Bernadette 

Flanagan 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 
James Hurst 

9.30 am 

Audrey O’Keeffe, 

Christina Pritchard, 

Kenneth Gorse 

MONDAY    

TUESDAY 

11.00 am 

Funeral Mass for 

Bernard Clifton 

9.15 am 

John Burke 

9.15 am 

Shirley Leggett 

2.00 pm 

Funeral Service for 

Joan Gomm 

WEDNESDAY 
7.00 pm Martin 

Chantrell 

 9.00 - 10.00 am 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament 

THURSDAY 
10.00 am 

Catherine Townley 

 9.15 am 

Padraig Fahy 

FRIDAY 

10.00 am 

Parishioners 
Mass in St Gabriel’s School 

 10.00 am 

Harry Knotman 

SATURDAY 

10.00 am 

People of Holy Family 

on the 90th anniversary 

of the church 

10.00 am 

Exposition & Rosary 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Elsie Hughes 

(Sat) 6.00 pm 

Leonard Beach 

NEXT SUNDAY 

9.00 am 

Bernard Clifton 

11.00 am 

Leigh Catenians 11.00 am 

Graham Smith 

9.30 am 

Peter Burke 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

We welcome into our family of Faith 

Jacob El Khoury 

Joseph El Khoury 

Noah Unsworth 

Oscar Unsworth 

May God bless them & their families. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family 

& after both 6.00 pm Masses 
in St Ambrose and St Richard’s. 

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment. 

 



 

Amy Turnbull 

Anelyse Lewis 

Arthur Leggett 

All Cancer 

Patients 

Anne Broad 

Baby George 

Baby Grace 

Baby Luke 

Bernard O’Donnell 

Brenda Southern 

Bridie Molyneux 

Catherine Jones 

Christopher 

Browne 

Clare Barlow 

Clifford Browne 

Eddie Shaw 

Elizabeth Hulmes 

Emma Oldham 

Enid Kenwright 

Fon O’Hara 

Freda Peake 

Gerald Hackett 

Guy Ryan 

Hannah Delargy 

 Irene McIntyre 

Jack Rothwell 

Jean Tchibukdjian 

Jennifer Langin 

Jess Garrett 

Jessie Lucas 

Joan Wilkinson 

John Neary 

John Wall 

Kathy Kenyon 

Maisie Sweeney 

(10) 

Margaret Case 

Margaret Dawson 

Margaret Ross 

Margaret Wall 

Marjorie Price 

Mary Tiernan 

Maureen Halliday 

Michael Wright 

Rev Jim Melia 

Sandra Jones 

Shelagh Welsby 

Stephen Howell 

Terence Flanagan 

Terry Barlow 

Thelma Humble 

Theresa Stanley 

 

LATELY DEAD 

Please pray for 
those who have 

died recently: 

Patrick Fahy 

Dorothy Kenyon Edge 

Joan Gomm 

Bernard Clifton 

Christine Rigby 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O 

Lord, and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 

 READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

Feast of St.Peter & St.Paul 

First Reading – Acts 12:1-11 

King Herod started to persecute the early Christians, including 
Peter who miraculously escaped from prison. 

Second Reading – 2 Timothy 4:6-8 

Paul empties himself for God to take over his life as he gives his 
all to preach the Good News of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 16:13-19 

Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do people say I am?” When Peter 

answers, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”, Jesus 

gives him the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 



Thomas 

McLoughlin 

Wyn Wright 

Yvonne Mellin 
If any of the above are 
now better please tell 

margaretclitherow 
@Yahoo.com 

 

 


